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CONFIDENTIAL KADUNA 0293 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINR, NI 

SUBJECT: REMOVAL/REPLACEMENT OF FEDERAL COMMISSIONERS (AND PERHAPS 
OTHERS) 

REF: LAGOS 3044 KADUNA 0282 

1 . DURING WEEKEND HAD OPPORTUNITY TO TOUCH BASE ON SUBJECT 
AND RELATED MATTERS WITH BRITISH DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER 

(BDHC), AND A WELL-CONNECTED AND USUALLY RELIABLE NORTHERN NIGERIAN 
SOURCE. 

2. BDHC HAD DRAWN ROUGHLY THE SAME CONSLUSIONS ABOUT THE 
REMOVAL/REPLACEMENT OF THE SEVEN COMMISSIONERS AS THOSE 
SET FORTH IN REFTELS. HE TOLD ME HE HAS ALSO PICKED UP 
RUMOR FROM NORTHERN SOURCES THAT "SOMETHING' 1 WILL HAPPEN 
AT END MARCH; MARCH 29 IS DATE THAT HAS BEEN MENTIONED TO 
HIM. ALTHOUGH HIS SOURCES DID NOT PROVIDE ANY DETAIL ON 
WHAT "SOMETHING" ENTAILS, ONE COMMENTED THAT HE WAS 
GOING TO MAKE SURE HE WAS NOWHERE NEAR ANY MILITARY 
INSTALLATION ON NIGHT OF 29TH. 

3. NORTHERN SOURCE TOLD ME THAT RETIREMENT OF HARUNA, 
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OBADA, OLUTOYE AND FINGESI NOT ALL SURPRISING. FINGESI IN 
SOUP OVER FESTAC; HARUNA IN BAD ODOR BECAUSE OF POOR 
PERFORMANCE AT INFORMATION MINISTRY AND FOR DRINKING; 

OBADA IS "KNOWN" TO BE ENGAGED IN CORRUPT DEALS. ACCORDING 
TO SOURCE, ANOTHER ELEMENT IN REMOVAL OP MILITARY COMMISSIONERS 
WAS FACT THAT THERE WAS SIGNIFICANT BODY OF INFLUENTIAL MILITARY 
OFFICERS WHO FELT THAT AT TIME OF GOWON'S OUSTER, ALL 
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REPEAT ALL SENIOR OFFICERS (COLONEL AND ABOVE) SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
RETIRED. 

4. SOURCE ASKED IF I HAD NOTED THAT ONE OF THE NEW FEDERAL 
COMMISSIONERS (PRESUMABLY KACHALLO BARKO - MINES AND POWER) 
WAS A BORNO MAN WHEREAS THERE HAD BEEN NO REPRESENTATION 
PREVIOUSLY AT FEDERAL COMMISSIONER LEVEL FROM THAT STATE. 

HE THEN ALLUDED TO DURBAR PERFORMANCE OF SHEHU OF BORNO WHO. 

IN STOPPING TO REVIEW HIS CONTINGENT OF HORSEMAN LESS THAN 
THIRTY YARDS FROM HEAD OF STATE'S SEAT, CREATED SITUATION 
IN WHICH BORNO HORSEMAN PRESENTED THEIR BACKS TO HEAD OF 
STATE AFTER MAKING THEIR OBEISANCES TO SHEHU. SOURCE SAID 
THAT HE THOUGHT OBASANIO HAD GOTTEN MESSAGE FROM THAT INCIDENT 
THAT BORNO WAS NOT OVERLY PLEASED WITH FMG. 

5. WHEN I ASKED SOURCE IF HE HAD HEARD ABOUT "SOMETHING" 

LIKELY TO HAPPEN AT THE END OF MARCH, HE CLAIMED NO KNOWLEDGE 
BUT SAID HE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF, FOR EXAMPLE, THERE 

TOOK PLACE PARTIAL OR WHOLESALE REMOVAL OF MILITARY GOVERNORS. 
HE SAID FMG WAS QUITE CONCERNED AT RECENT WAVE OF STUDENT 
UNREST AND MIGHT WELL BE RUNNING SCARED OF STUDENTS. HE 
HAD EXPECTED AT LEAST SOME MILITARY GOVERNORS TO HAVE BEEN 
CHANGED EARLIER BUT UNDERSTOOD THAT OBASANJO, YAR’ADUA AND 
DANJUMA EACH HAD A DIFFERENT ROSTER OF REPLACEMENT CANDIDATES. 
DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE THREE ABOUT REPLACEMENTS HAD 
DELAYED CHANGES OF GOVERNORS. 

6. COMMENT: UNIVERSITY STUDENT GROUP CALLS FOR REPLACEMENT 
OF MILITARY GOVERNORS FOR SIN OF FALLING INTO GOWONISM 
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(FOR WHICH I READ CORRUPTION AND HIGH-HANDEDNESS) ECHO 
COMMENTS INCREASINGLY BEING HEARD HERE FROM PRIVATE SECTOR 
SINCE ABOUT BEGINNING OF YEAR. CONCENSUS OF A NUMBER OF 
BANKERS HERE (EXPATRIATES) IS THAT CORRUPTION GENERALLY IS 
AT LEAST AS RAMPANT AS IN THE FINAL DAYS OF THE GOWON 
REGIME. WHILE BANKERS ARE OBVIOUSLY UNWILLING TO PROVIDE 
SPECIFICS OR NAMES, THEY SHOULD BE IN GOOD POSITION TO 
KNOW WHEREOF THEY SPEAK. 
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